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Sacred heart Statue 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $3.50. 


Please Order From: 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 
162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, Il. 





NOTICE 


WE ISSUED, ON SEPTEMBER 15th, 1950, A NEW CATALOGUE 
ILLUSTRATING MANY NEW PATTERNS OF MATERIALS FOR 
VESTMENTS, AS WELL AS MANY NEW BRAIDS, EMBLEMS AND 
OTHER TRIMMINGS SUITABLE FOR THE MAKING OF VEST- 
MENTS, ALTAR DECORATIONS, ETC. ETC. 


Send for your copy today. No obligation. 


THOMAS A. BLAKE 


366 Fifth Avenue New York 1, N. Y. 


“‘The House of Ecclesiastical Materials’’ 





Jesus, King of Love (By Father Mateo, SS.CC.) 

Explains the nature and spirit of the Enthronement of the Sacred Heart 
and its auxiliary apostolate of Night Adoration in the Home. Also contains a 
sketch of the life of Father Mateo, its founder and apostle, and inspiring con- 
ferences in his appealing words. Red cloth binding, 302 pages. $2.00 


Golden Links — A delightful little prayerbook that contains 
a wealth of devotions: all the ordinary prayers, Mass devotions, many 
litanies, and devotions in honor of the Blessed Trinity, the Holy Spirit, 
the Blessed Virgin, St. Joseph and other popular saints. Small print. 
3% x5% inches. 347 pages. White only. Prices, 80¢ and $1.00. A 
lovely First Communion prayerbook, birthday or wedding gift, or 
remembrance for other occasions. 





Tabernacle and Purgatory 


Printed and published monthly by the Benedictine Sisters of Per- 
petual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under the supervision of a Bene- 
dictine Father. 

Subscription Price: $1.00 per year. Foreign countries: $1.25. 

Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 8, 1879. Ac- 
ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1103, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 
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A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
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‘‘The BEST in Pamphlets’’ 


“TI would like a complete set of your booklets. They are the 
BEST in pamphlets.” Miss M. T., Florida 


“Your booklets are the most beautiful, illuminating, edifying, and 
inspirational religious literature, other than the Holy Scriptures them- 
selves, I have ever read, and I intend to make their value known by 
sending a few now and then to my friends, as my circumstances per- 
mit.” Mr. E. B., Indiana 
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Gesus, Our Savior 


Popular devotion dedicates the month of January to the Child Jesus. 
The years of Christ's youth are shrouded in obscurity; the Evangelists 
tell us only that He lived with His parents at Nazareth, and “was sub- 
ject to them.” All that He did during those hidden years was prepara- 
tory to the great work of salvation, to be accomplished on the Cross. 
The artist of the above picture suggests this by the cross borne aloft by 
the Divine Child. May we be His faithful followers on the way of the 
cross throughout this year, in obedience and self-denial. 
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The [Yntried Year 


A year untried before me lies, 


What will it bring of strange surprise, 
Of joy or grief? | cannot tell, 
But God, my Father, knoweth well. 


I make it no concern of mine, 


But leave it all with Love Divine. 


No ill can come but He can cure, 

His word doth all of good insure; 
He'll see me through the journey’s length, 
For daily need give daily strength. 

Tis thus I fortify my heart, 
And thus do fear and dread depart. 


The sun may shed no light by day, 
Nor stars at night illume my way. 


My soul shall still know no affright 
Since God is all my Life and Light. 


Though all the earthly lamps grow dim, 


He walks in light who walks with Him. 


O year untried, thou hast for me 
Naught but my Father's eye may see; 
Nor canst thou bring me loss or gain, 
3 $ 
Or health or sickness ease or pain 
? Pp , 
But welcome messenger shall prove 


From Him whose Name to me is Love. 
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Cm HE world-famous Italian singer, Enrico Caruso, was at the 

K height of his fame and popularity when he fell seriously ill 

: in America. Soon he knew that it was his last illness—not 

for long could this world detain him. As an invalid he 
returned to his native Naples. There were tears in his eyes when he 
saw again the smoke banner of Vesuvius, which had been so dear to 
the little Enrico of long ago as he played on the shores of the sunny 
gulf, singing for his dark-eyed companions the immortal “Santa 
Lucia.” Sadly he looked at the serene charm of Naples spread out 
before him as the ship neared its harbor. “See Naples and die!” 
These words from the Neapolitan folk-song passed through his mind, 
but for him they would soon be a reality. 

His mind traveled back over the years,—scarcely fifty years they 
had been... He remembered his teacher, Lamperti, who had dis- 
covered his voice and trained him for the stage. He thought of his 
first appearance, how, trembling with excitement, he had sung before 
a large audience, and how they had cheered, cheered until the theatre 
had re-echoed to their applause. Next, he had sung in the famous 
theatre of Milan, then Florence. Soon the whole world was talking 
about him; never before, they said, had a voice of such melting sweet- 
ness been heard. The stages of all countries fought for him; 14,000 
marks were placed in his hands for a single performance in Frankfurt 
shortly before the first world war, while the sums he brought home 
from America were almost fabulous. But more than the money was 
the fame, the enthusiasm with which the people greeted him. Never 
had an artist been so celebrated. 

Now a dark shadow had fallen across the glamor of his life; a 
little while, and its tinsel colors would fade like the sunset glow behind 
Mount Posilipo. Death had raised his sickle and Enrico Caruso must 
say farewell, farewell to the world, to his friends, to sunny Naples. 
And dramatically Caruso makes this farewell. With the full splendor 
of his voice, the beauty of which has not been marred by his illness, 
he sings once more the plaintive song of leave-taking — “Per Sempre 
Addio — Farewell Forever.” Into this song he pours all the pain of 
his heart at this good-by to the life he has loved so well, giving it a 
pathos which people sense and which moves them to tears. But death 
will not be stopped; his raised sickle cannot be held for all the sweet 
voice and the pangs of parting; and on the 2nd of August, 1921, the 
Per Sempre Addio! becomes a reality. 
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Caruso’s body lies in a brightly lighted mausoleum in Naples. 
According to his wishes, all who loved and honored him during life 
are to be allowed to gaze upon him still. Every year his body is to 
be clothed in the current style, for it must not seem that he has been 
long away from them, but that he is only sleeping, and may at any 
moment arise to let the marvelous beauty of his voice ring out again. 
Is it not a heart-rending illusion to make the Per Sempre Addio in- 
effectual in this way? Is it not an exertion as pitiful as it is fruitless 
to cling thus to the world, which is for us no lasting city? Who can 
stand when the floor is sinking beneath him? Ah, no, great singer, 
silent now forever, even though your last song can still be heard on 
records, even though your body is preserved by spices, you yourself 
are no longer here and will never be. Your earthly career is at an 
end; you have been called home to that land from which no traveler 
returns. Though you sought to make your friends believe you were 
still among them, they know that the Per Sempre Addio is truer than 
you thought. 

Thus the thought forces itself upon us of how foolish it is to fix 
our gaze upon the world in which we live, instead of upon the eternal 
goal of that life; on the very threshold of eternity, to look backward 
rather than forward; to cling to men rather than to reach out to God. 
This mausoleum in Naples cries out to us in the words of the Apostle: 
“Seek the things that are above, where Christ is seated at the right 
hand of God. Mind the things that are above, not the things that are 
on earth” (Col. 3:1). Only a little while is given us to work on this 
earth; let us use it for the endless while of eternity. And let us remem- 
ber that the day will soon come for us also to say “Per Sempre Addio! 
— Farewell Forever!” Let us learn, then, to say good-by. Our whole 
life is but a constant departure, — it begins at birth, Dum orimur, 
morimur — Hardly are we born when we begin to die. How soon 
we said farewell to the unconscious happiness of childhood with its 
games and playthings; to school with its small cares, great though they 
may have seemed to us; to youth with its brave dreams and plans. 
To how many people who were dear to us have we not already said 
good-by, to how many places where we loved to dwell! Daily we must 
take leave of a part of our life. How soon must a man say farewell 
to his work! How soon comes the time for a mother to bid farewell 
to her children who now want to go their own way in life! How 
soon comes the eve of life in which we must say farewell to everything 
— per sempre! 

The Swiss poet, Conrad Meyer, was once sitting on a bench in 
front of a church in Rome, when an Italian woman passed by, carrying 
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her child in her arms. Pointing to the stranger, the child said, “There 
sits a pilgrim.” The young Swiss never forgot these words. Again 
and again the thought came back to him: I am a pilgrim on earth. 
The Apostle tells us: “You are strangers and pilgrims.” Let us never 
forget it. For love of God, who has given us our life’s work, let us 
faithfully fulfil our duties on earth with our gaze fixed on heaven. 
Only a little while and we, too, shall go to the Father. Do not let 
us be led astray by the world; daily, let us bid farewell to it, so that 
when the hour comes we can say with a detached heart: “Per Sempre 
Addio! — Farewell Forever!” 


i Universal Manifestation: 


tit Metis Sets Se 
HE feast of the Epiphany is sometimes known as “Little 
Christmas,” since it commemorates our Savior’s several 
manifestations to the Gentile world. The Church, by 
the arrangement of her services, calls upon us to cele- 
brate on this day three such manifestations. First, that 
<2 granted to the “Wise Men,” as the Oriental visitors to 
an the crib of Bethlehem are popularly called; second, that 
which occurred at the Baptism of Jesus by St. John in the Jordan, when 
the heavens were opened and a voice proclaimed Him to be the Son 
of God; and third, that of the marriage feast of Cana, when Christ 
revealed His Divinity by changing water into wine. The first is prin- 
cipally commemorated on the feast of the Epiphany; the second on 
the Octave of the feast; the third in the Divine Office of the week. 
In many places it is customary to have the blessing of Epiphany water 
according to a special formula in honor of the Baptism of Christ, and 

to have the houses blessed at this time. 

On Christmas night Jewish shepherds were the first human wor- 
shipers of the newborn Savior after the Virgin Mother and St. Joseph 
had looked upon the face of God in its infant form. These humble 
Jewish shepherds had come from the still mountain tops where the 
silence of the night had been broken by the voices of angels announc- 
ing the birth of Jesus with a song of “Gloria in excelsis Deo!” After 
taking counsel together upon hearing the wondrous message, they had 
said: “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing which is come to 
pass, which the Lord has made known to us.” The coming of the Wise 
Men to Bethlehem marked the fulfilment of the promise made by the 
Angel on the night of Our Lord’s birth: “I bring you good news of 
great joy which shall be to all the people.” Their advent is of im- 
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portance in showing how truly universal was to be the Redemption 
for which the world had waited four thousand years. 


A wall of separation had existed from the foundation of the Jewish 
nation between the Jews and all other peoples. They were the chosen 
race, and little was known of God outside the confines of their own 
nation. They mingled rarely with other peoples, and kept almost to 
themselves their knowledge of God and the revelations He had made 
to them. Now and then a faint glimmer of the light they possessed 
dawned upon the heathens about them. Though seer and prophet had 
for many ages foretold the call of the Gentiles, as yet no voice had 
reached them. There had merely gone abroad through the known 
world a prophecy of some great event, some wonderful and miraculous 
appearance of a King; and at the time of the Birth of Our Lord, there 
was a stirring among the nations, even among those who knew not 
God, an eager looking for something wonderful to happen. But it was 
the Epiphany that first brought the Gentiles to the Divine Babe and 
His Blessed Mother. In the Wise Men the whole Gentile race, includ- 
ing ourselves, was represented. Hence, the Epiphany is a true Christ- 
mas for us, and though the earlier feast of Christmas may overshadow 
Epiphany by its splendor and the ardor of devotion with which we are 
accustomed to celebrate it, nevertheless, we should never forget that 
on the day of Epiphany Christ was first manifested, or made known, 
to the Gentiles. Indeed, the Church gives to this feast a higher rank 
in her Liturgy than she does to that of Christmas, which indicates its 
great importance. 


Popular tradition, in narrating the events of the Epiphany, speaks 
of three principal men who went on the perilous journey, and even 
gives their names: Caspar, Melchior and Balthasar. These Magi, or 
Wise Men, were probably princes in their own land, and hence are 
often called kings. They must have searched into the promises made 
by God to the Jews in order to have at once conceived, when they saw 
the star, that it would lead them to the expected King. How great 
must have been their faith, how earnest their desire to see this King, 
since it led them to undertake the long and tedious journey over deserts, 
mountains, and scorching plains, guided simply by a star! Probably 
they journeyed by means of camels and had their servants along with 
them, and so true and loyal was their faith that they provided them- 
selves with most precious gifts for the expected King. Knowing Him 
to be a King, they sought Him in the royal city of Jerusalem, where 
the star disappeared. Supposing they had reached the end of their 
journey, they went at once to the palace of Herod and demanded, with 
some authority, “Where is He that is born King of the Jews? For we 
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have seen His star in the East, and have come to adore Him.” Upon 
receiving the information that Bethlehem was to be the city of the 
Messiah’s birth, according to the prophecy of Micheas, the Eastern 
princes set their faces towards the hamlet, and “they rejoiced with 
exceeding great joy,” when, once out of Jerusalem, the heavenly star 
again appeared and guided them till it stood over “the house where 
the Child was.” We are not told how long a time had passed since 
the birth of Our Lord, but Scripture speaks of “the house,” and it is 
probable that the Holy Family had left the stable and manger, though 
representations of the scene introduce us to both. 





Prostrating before the Divine Babe in adoration, the pilgrims 
opened their gifts and presented to Him gold, frankincense and myrrh: 
gold, as to a King, incense offered only in sacrifice to God, and myrrh 
to Him who was to die for us. 


Sacred gifts of mystic meaning, 
Incense doth their God disclose, 
Gold the King of kings proclaimeth, 

Myrrh, His sepulchre foreshows. 


“These Gentiles,” says St. Augustine, “were the first fruits of that 
Gentile Church of which we are the ingathering.” They became the 
first preachers of Christ to the pagans after they had returned to their 
own countries, scattering the precious seed of faith throughout their 
tribes and lands. An ancient commentary on the Gospel of St. Matthew 
speaks of the baptism of these holy kings by St. Thomas, and it is said 
that they were martyrs for the faith. Their bones were brought to 
Constantinople by St. Helena; thence they were carried to Milan, and 
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in the twelfth century transferred to Cologne, where they now rest in 
a rich reliquary of gold, silver and precious stones, in the magnificent 
Cathedral, now badly ravaged by bombing in the late war. Their 
protection is especially invoked by travelers. 


Speaking of the faith and devotion of the Magi, St. Leo says: 
“When a star had conducted them to adore Jesus, they did not find 
Him exorcising devils, or raising the dead, or restoring sight to the 
blind, or speech to the dumb; but a silent Babe, under the care of a 
solicitous Mother, giving no sign of power, but exhibiting a miracle 
of humility.” Their example of faith certainly should inspire us to a 
more fervent practice of our own faith, and lead us to endeavor to 
bring its blessings to others, whether in our own country or in foreign 
missions, where the descendants of the Magi are awaiting the glad 
tidings “which shall be to all people.” 


On the feast of the Epiphany let us not fail to thank God, we who 
rejoice in the Catholic Faith, for this inestimable blessing. We stand 
on firm ground; our creed is founded on a rock. All around us in 
other beliefs there are shifting sands, uncertain, trembling ground. 
Everywhere are opinions, questions, doubts, uncertainty. Only what 
is Catholic stands immovable for eternity! Our Faith is something in 
which we can exult.. It is a grace as well, and we must render thanks 
to God for it by really living up to it, by striving to make its prin- 
ciples recognized by others, by succoring those whose faith is in danger 
and confirming them in it, by praying for them and giving them good 
advice. Our own lives should preach to them more eloquently than 
any words we could speak. Likewise we should support the mission- 
aries, remembering that our ancestors would have remained pagan if 
missionaries had not preached to them, and that it is now our turn 
“to do to others as others have done to us,” “to ‘render good for good.” 
Yes, a holy enthusiasm for the cause of the missions should fill us. 
All men in whose veins there is a drop of Catholic blood, should take 
part in spreading the Gospel of Christ. 








Spiritual Vitamin For January 


Most Holy Trinity, we adore Thee, and through Mary offer Thee 
our petition. Grant to all, unity in the Faith and courage to profess 
it unwaveringly. (Ind. of 300 days each time.) 
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Church Unity--or Unity of Faith? 


Steele eee 


HE modern world is awakening to a desire of unity 
among the human race. In an endeavor to attain 
this end, it has conceived various plans to put to- 
gether the many sections of the jig-saw puzzle that 
present day society represents. We may take notice 





of two extremes: the one may be called unity of atheistic communism; 
and the other, the unity of “Bloodless Brotherhood.” Those who en- 
deavor to promote the unity of Bloodless Brotherhood believe them- 
selves liberal and broadminded. As for religious ideals, they accept 
the slogan: “One religion is as good as another.” On the other hand, 
that section of the human race which seeks to achieve unity through 
atheistic communism, despising everything supernatural, holds that 
“One religion is as bad as another.” With this presupposition, com- 
munism literally tears the churches to the ground. But the proponents 
of liberalism in dogma and practice, who hope to attain unity through 
a Bloodless Brotherhood, would eventually bring about the same effect. 
By their tenets, the churches fall to the ground by themselves. 

Gilbert K. Chesterton, who some years before his death became a 
Catholic, spent the remaining years of his life in endeavoring to show 
our troubled world where the unity it seeks is to be found, namely, in 
the Catholic Church, the one and only Church founded by Christ upon 
the Rock of Peter, and assured of indestructibility till the end of time 
despite all the attempts of hell to overthrow it. 

In his exile on the isle of St. Helena, Napoleon Bonaparte looked 
back in humble confusion on his erstwhile determination to weld to- 
gether the conflicting interests of Europe by military compulsion, and 
made this declaration: “There is between Christianity and whatever 
other religion the distance of infinity. The birth of Christ, the history 
of His life, the profundity of His doctrine, His Gospel... His empire, 
His march across the ages... everything is for me a prodigy... With 
what authority does He teach men to pray!... You speak of Cesar, of 
Alexander; of their conquests, and of the enthusiasm they kindled in 
the hearts of their soldiers; but can you conceive of a dead man mak- 
ing conquests with an army faithful and devoted to his memory? My 
armies have forgotten me, even while living, as the Carthaginian army 
forgot Hannibal. Such is our power. A single battle lost crushes 
us, and adversity scatters our friends. How different is the power 
of the God of the Christians, and the perpetual miracles of the progress 
of the faith and government of His Church! Nations pass away, 
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thrones crumble, but the Church remains... Behold the approaching 
fate of him who has been called the great Napoleon! What an abyss 
between my profound misery and the eternal reign of Christ, which 
extends over the whole earth!” Thus spoke the conquered conqueror, 
who, as life was drawing to a close, prepared a document wherein he 
expressed the wish to die in the bosom of the Church whose central 
doctrine is love, and whose ethics is forgiveness of enemies. 


In the Upper Room of Jerusalem, Christ, surrounded by His 
Apostles, on whom He had just conferred the power of the priesthood, 
turned His gaze down the centuries of time and saw how they would 
go forth by His command to all nations, and how millions upon 
millions of souls would be brought into His Fold, the Catholic Church. 
He knew that mere arguments would not bring about these conversions. 
Something more was needed. That need, He knew, was prayer. Prayer 
would obtain for mankind the graces to comprehend and embrace 
the truths taught by His Church. As He sat there with His Apostles, 
this sublime prayer for unity among all men fell from His lips: “I 
pray for them (the Apostles)... Holy Father, keep in Thy Name 
those whom Thou hast given Me, that they may be one even as We 
are... Yet, not for these only do I pray, but for those also who 
through their word are to believe in Me, that all may be one, even as 
Thou, Father, in Me and I in Thee; that they also may be one in Us, 
that the world may believe Thou hast sent Me... I in them, and Thou 
in Me; that they may be perfected in unity” (John 17:9, 20-23). 


Prayer is the essential means which the sponsors of the Church 
Unity Octave propose for obtaining the graces necessary for unity 
among mankind, in contradistinction to those well-meaning but mis- 
guided souls who strive for it by merely human and rationalistic 
means, or by force; for “With men this is impossible, but with God 
all things are possible” (Matt. 19:26). This Octave is observed 
throughout the world from the feast of St. Peter’s Chair in Rome, 
January 18, to the feast of the Conversion of St. Paul, January 25. 
Its special object is to promote world-wide prayer—not only during 
the Octave itself, but every day—for Church Unity. While a special 
intention is officially assigned to each day of the Octave, the general 
intention, as the name indicates, is a return of the members of all 
Christian churches to the Mother Catholic Church, the conversion of 
relapsed Catholics and Jews, and finally, the missionary conquest of 
the pagan world for Christ. “Each one interested in the cause of unity 
among mankind—and who of us is not?—will surely do his utmost 
to promote good will among his neighbors and those with whom he 
may have to deal, in any way that lies in his power. \ The distribution 
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of Catholic reading matter can do much to dispel prejudices and en- 
lighten minds by the truth. But the prime means recommended, and 
one that lies within everyone’s resources, is PRAYER. Let each one, 
therefore, pray with confidence and perseverance for the attainment 
of unity among mankind by the universal acceptance and return to 
the one Fold of Christ, the Holy Catholic Church. 


(Extracted from a radio address, “The Unity of the Church,” by Reverend 
Edward M. Betowski.) 


The Value of Time 


CONrent 


says: “The supply of time is truly a daily miracle, 
an affair genuinely astonishing when it is examined. 
You wake up in the morning, and lo! your purse is 
magically filled with twenty-four hours of the unmanu- 
factured tissue of the universe of your life. It is yours. 
It is the most precious of possessions. No one can take it from you. 
It is unstealable, and no one receives either more or less than you 
receive.” 





But, if we may add a few words of our own, your time, though 
it may be yours to use as you determine, is given to you in trust. You 
will have to render an account of how you have spent the sum total of 
days that will have comprised the span of your life. Time is given 
to you for a purpose—to make good in the eyes of God. Hence, time 
is a possession which carries with it a tremendous responsibility. We 
misuse and waste it at our peril. 


Nothing More Precious than Time 


Time is given us in order to serve and glorify God, and to merit 
heaven: it is not, then, a thing which is properly our own, and of 
which we can dispose as we please. It is a talent which is entrusted 
to us in order to profit by it, and for which we must one day render 
an occount to our Sovereign Judge. It is even more precious as its 
duration is equally rapid and uncertain. It passes away like lightning; 
it vanishes like a dream. Already the past is no more, the present 
flies from us, and the future is uncertain. All the moments of our 
life are reckoned, and there is not one which does not increase either 
the treasure of our merits, or the number of our sins. The true Chris- 
tian is avaricious of his time; he fears to lose it; he divides the whole 
of it between the duties of religion and those of his state. This is 
what the Scripture calls “full days, days of salvation.” 
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Our 75th Anniversary 
December G, 1950 


Continued 


Sanctuary of Our Ladp of the Blessed 
Sacrament, Mundelein, Illinois 


is 
--Lh-e-L}-e-L}-e 


=f N 1925, after fifty years of struggle, development and hidden 
apostolate, the Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration of 

> Clyde were invited by Cardinal Mundelein of Chicago to es- 
tablish a convent in his archdiocese. This sanctuary of unceasing 
prayer was envisioned by His Eminence, first of all, as a memorial of 
the 28th International Eucharistic Congress to be held in Chicago in 
1926. But it was his desire also that it should be a citadel of prayer 
at the gateway of the Archdiocesan Seminary of St. Mary of the Lake 
at Mundelein (about forty miles north of Chicago) where unceasing 
intercession would be made for the seminarians and priests of his 
archdiocese. 

Conscious of the honor of such an assignment, but no less so of 
the great burden they would assume in the establishment of the Sanc- 
tuary on their own responsibility, the Sisters accepted the invitation, 
confiding in the help of God. 

Kind friends and benefactors came to their assistance — among 
them many of the readers of “Tabernacle and Purgatory” — and in 
September, 1927, the initial steps were taken toward the erection of 
the convent. Fittingly, this first daughter-convent was dedicated to 
Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament. 

On the feast of Corpus Christi, June 7, 1928, Cardinal Mundelein 
himself celebrated the first Holy Mass in the temporary adoration 
chapel (a large room from which the partitions of several intended 
rooms had been withheld). Gladness filled the hearts of the thirty- 
three Benedictine adorers present, the greater number of whom had 
come from the Motherhouse at Clyde on the previous day to form 
the new community. With inexpressible joy they worshipped their 
Sacramental Lord as He was made present for the first time upon that 
humble altar by the words of Consecration, thenceforth to dwell per- 
manently with them on His Eucharistic throne. 

Following the Mass, His Eminence gave Benediction and then 
brought the impressive ceremonies to a triumphal culmination by 
placing the Blessed Sacrament on the throne of exposition. Soon after- 
ward, the first adorers took their places at the prie-dieux, and thus the 
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torch of unceasing adoration and exposition was lighted at this first 
daughter-convent—to continue on, we hope, from generation to genera- 
tion. 

Addressing the community and the many others participating in 
the ceremonies, His Eminence likened the role of the adorers in the 
Church to that of the stokers of a ship, who, unseen, supply the motive 
power of the vessel. 

The permanent Adoration Chapel was begun in 1930, and the 
cornerstone was laid that year by Cardinal Mundelein on September 14. 
The progress of the building was retarded, however, because of the 
depression, and it was not completed till the fall of 1932. On October 
2d of that year — the feast of the Guardian Angels — His Eminence 
dedicated the new chapel. As before, he claimed for himself the 
privilege of exposing and enthroning the Blessed Sacrament, this time 
in a large stationary monstrance on the permanent exposition throne. 





Sanctuary of Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament 


The Sanctuary of Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament stands near the scene of 
the magnificent closing procession of the 26th International Eucharistic Congress held 
in Chicago in 1926—a fitting memorial of the solemn public act of homage tendered 
to our Eucharistic King during the days of the Congress. In compliance with the 
wish of Cardinal Mundelein that the Convent and Sanctuary conform to the archi- 
tectural lines of the seminary buildings, they are in the Colonial style, constructed of 
red brick and Bedford stone. This might be called the ancient basilica style, which 
is simple and unadorned exteriorly, and without towers. 


On the feast of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin, Novem- 
ber 21, 1945 — a memorable and joyful day in the history of the 
Congregation — the Sanctuary of Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament 
was solemnly consecrated by Cardinal Stritch. the successor of Car- 
dinal Mundelein in the see of Chicago. 

In having this Sanctuary of Perpetual Adoration established in 





Tabernacle and Purgatory 271 


close proximity to the Seminary, it was the intention of Cardinal Mun- 
delein not only to make provision for special prayers for the present 
and future priests of the Archdiocese, but also to afford opportunities 
for the students of theology to participate in the Eucharistic services 
at the Sanctuary, so that the flame of Eucharistic love might be en- 
kindled in their hearts. To this end he wished also that the young 
priests, during their postgraduate years of study at the Seminary, should 
offer the adorable Sacrifice in the Sanctuary of Perpetual Adoration 
and take their turns in serving as chaplains to the community. These 
wishes have been faithfully carried out to the mutual benefit of all. 

By their frequent and intimate participation in the solemn services 
conducted in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament exposed, the seeds 
of Eucharistic love take deep root in the hearts of these young clerics, 
and bear abundant fruits in their labors among the faithful when later 
they are sent out on parish work and other assignments. 

Among the laity, too, many souls have been drawn closer to the 
Blessed Sacrament and have formed associations for regular adoration 
periods at the Sanctuary. Of these, more will be said later. 


Singing the Divine Praises 


As at the 
Motherhouse 
in Clyde, the 
Sisters at 

Mundelein 
and the other 
branchhouses 
daily chant 
the Hours of 
the Monastic 
Office in 
choir, and on 
Sundays and 
feasts of first 
and_ second 
class, sing a 
great portion 
of the Office. During the time the whole community is engaged in the 
Divine service, no official adorers kneel in the sanctuary, for then the 
entire community, as a miniature “Mystical Body,” with one heart and 





voice offers the most solemn homage of adoration and praise, thanks- 
giving, reparation and petition to the Divine Majesty, through, with, 
and in the Divine Victim and Mediator upon the altar. 











Interior of the Adoration Sanctuary at Mundelein, Illinois 


The simple exterior of the chapel cloaks an interior of rare beauty. The symbolism 
employed in all the furnishings and decorations speaks a language that uplifts the soul 
while it charms the eye of the beholder. 


Modeled (in a very modest way) upon the great Roman basilica of St. Paul's- 
Outside-the-Walls, the body of the Church is rectangular, with a flat coffered ceiling, 
richly ornamented. The nave is flanked by two colonnades of pillars (fourteen on each 
side) of variegated marbles, which form a vista leading to the altar of exposition. 
These pillars are joined by arches, and support the clerestory. They are dedicated to 
great saints and doctors of the Church, who are, as it were, the “pillars” of Christ's 
Mystical Body. 


Characteristic of the basilica style are the semi-circular apse and the triumphal 
arch fronting the sanctuary. Dominating the arch, in bold letters, is the inscription: 
REGEM ADOREMUS DOMINANTEM GENTIBUS (Let us adore the King reign- 
ing over the nations). The idea of Christ’s universal reign in the Blessed Sacrament 
is further carried out by the large mosaic in the triumphal arch which represents the 
Holy Eucharist as the Source of light, grace, strength, consolation, and salvation for 
all mankind. The Throne of Exposition, above the high altar, with its lofty baldachin, 
is likewise regal in its appointments. 

The stained glass windows in the nave of the chapel set forth an historical abridg- 
ment of the doctrine and cult of the Holy Eucharist: its sequence of type and figure 
in the Old Law; its promise and fulfilment in the New Law; its development and 
expansion in the Middle Ages; and its glorification in modern times. The clerestory 
windows are dedicated to the Nine Choirs of Angels. 


Dominating the clerestory, just below the windows, are fourteen mosaics, depicting 
the Joys and Glories of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 


High Altar and Exposition Throne, Mundelein Sanctuary 











There are two side chapels — one dedicated to the Crown of Thorns, the other 
to Our Lady of Sorrows. In the former there is an authentic relic of a Thorn from 
the Sacred Crown of our Savior, which at certain times is exposed for the veneration 
of the faithful. Here, too, are the Stations of the Cross, in mosaic. In the latter may 
be seen beautiful almost life-size paintings of the Seven Sorrows by the famous Belgian 
artist, Joseph Janssens (done by Sisters of the Clyde community). The windows in 
the Holy Thorn Chapel portray scenes from the Passion, or such as relate to the 
sufferings of our Savior or to the instruments of His Passion. Those in the Chapel 
of Our Lady of Sorrows are dedicated to Mary as the Daughter of God the Father, 
the Mother of God the Son, and the Spouse of God the Holy Spirit. 
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Personal Love of Jesus Christ 


Continued 


The Practice of Personal Love of Jesus Christ 
=FoH04— 

7; F TER considering the motives that should prompt you to 
foster an ardent personal love for your Divine Savior, we 
must proceed to explain how this love is to be practiced. 
For this purpose we shall consider five different forms of 
this love, namely: 1. The Love of Complacency. 2. The Love of Benev- 
olence. 3. The Love of Esteem. 4. The Love of Friendship. 5. The 
Love of Desire. 




















The Love of Complacency 


The word complacency, derived from two Latin words — cum 
(with), and placere (to please), signifies the taking delight in, and 
rejoicing at, another’s happiness and good fortune. The love of com- 
placency, then, as practiced towards Jesus Christ, consists in taking 
pleasure and delight in His sacred Person; in loving to think of Him; 
in rejoicing at the excellence of His Divine and His human nature; 
in being delighted at the thought of His perfections, happiness and 
glory; and in congratulating Him on the constant adoration and praise 
He receives from the vast multitude of angels and saints in heaven and 
from His mystical spouse, the Catholic Church here on earth, and 
uniting with them to contribute one’s limited share to the universal 
homage that is His due. 

Of the five kinds of Love that you are called on to practice towards 
Jesus Christ, the love of complacency is the most perfect and excellent. 
This is due to the fact that, like the love of the angels and saints in 
heaven, it is disinterested and does not look to personal advantages, 
but solely rejoices in the things that are for the honor and glory of 
God. In this love the heavenly citizens ceaselessly admire, adore, 
praise and glorify God to the utmost limits of their capacity, and thank 
Him most fervently for His great glory and for all that in His infinite 
goodness He had done for them. 

Here on earth the Church gives expression to this love of com- 
placency in a great variety of ways. Thus she gives vent, in the 
Gloria in excelsis in the Mass, to her sentiments of admiration, adora- 
tion, praise, thanksgiving and zeal for His glory. “We praise Thee, 
we adore Thee, we bless Thee, we glorify Thee, we give Thee thanks 
for Thy great glory... For Thou alone art holy; Thou alone art the 
Lord; Thou alone, O Jesus Christ, art the Most High; together with 
the Holy Spirit in the glory of God the Father. Amen.” 
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In the Preface of the Most Holy Trinity we pray with the Church: 
“It is truly meet and just, right and availing unto salvation, that we 
should always and in all places give thanks unto Thee, holy Lord, 
Father almighty, everlasting God... And therefore with the Angels 
and Archangels, with the Thrones and Dominations, and with all the 
hosts of the heavenly army, we sing the hymn of Thy glory, evermore 
saying: Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts. Heaven and earth are 
full of Thy glory; Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He that cometh 
in the Name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.” 


So, too, priests and religious whose duty it is to recite daily the 
Breviary or Divine Office, are called upon day after day to say the 
“Glory be to the Father,” etc., or its variant, no fewer than about 
sixty times. 

In this way the Church invites the faithful to give expression to 
their love of complacency, and thus do in a limited measure here on 
earth what they fondly hope to do in a perfect manner hereafter in 
union with the whole celestial court. 

In the bright light of the Beatific Vision the saints cannot but 
love Jesus Christ to the utmost limits of their created nature. The 
sight of His wondrously glorified Soul and Body compels them with 
an irresistible force to love Him with their whole mind and soul and 
strength. They simply cannot do otherwise. Neither could you now 
refuse to dedicate yourself unreservedly to a whole-souled love and 
service of Him if only so littlke as a momentary glimpse of Him in 
His glory were granted to you, or such as was granted to the three 
Apostles who witnessed His Transfiguration on Mount Thabor. 

Now, what the unveiled sight of God does for the angels and 
saints in heaven, the practice of what is known as a living faith must 
do for you here on earth. And that which the visible presence of 
Christ did for His Apostles and friends whilst He lived among them, 
a living faith must supply for you now. Hence, you must try to 
cultivate such a vivid remembrance of Him and try to visualize His 
presence in such a way that, consciously and even unconsciously, you 
will always walk in His presence, and live and act at all times and in 
all places as though you actually saw Him before you in visible form. 
By dint of persevering effort you will soon be able to “walk before 
Him and be perfect.” 


Other Practices of the Love of Complacency. 


In addition to the above we must suggest several other practices 
that will enable you to acquire a very high degree of perfection in the 
Love of Complacency. 
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1. Spiritual Reading. The first is diligence in making spiritual 
reading; that is, the reading of books that instruct you in the things 
of God and of Christian perfection. Such reading will help you much 
to know Jesus Christ more fully and serve Him more faithfully. The 
proper knowledge of Jesus is unfortunately lacking in many Catholics; 
and this is one of the chief reasons why they love Him so little or not 
at all. True, knowledge of Him is not the same as love of Him; but 
it is essential for the proper practice of love for Him. 

When you read spiritual books in the spirit of faith you can de- 
rive from them the same benefits that you would derive from hearing 
the verbal instructions of Christ Himself. When you pray, you speak 
to God. When you read a spiritual book, God speaks to you. Love 
for such reading is a sign of spiritual health and vigor. St. Alphonsus 
goes so far as to say that love of spiritual reading is a sign of pre- 
destination. This is only in keeping with the teaching of Christ Him- 
self: “He that is of God, hears the word of God”; whereas dislike for 
this practice is a sign of rejection by God: “Therefore you hear them 
not because you are not of God” (John 8:47). 

We must bear in mind that the word of God comes to us not 
only by the hearing of sermons and instructions, but also by the read- 
ing of religious books and by the good example of others. All these 
are precious graces granted for the purpose of aiding us in the practice 
of the love we owe to God. 





2. Meditation. The word “meditation” frightens many. They can 
think of it only as a form of prayer that is very difficult, if not impos- 
sible for them. But rightly understood, it is very easy. It simply 
consists in a prayerful reflection and consideration of some religious 
truth, such as: God is love; Jesus suffered and died for me; I am 
created for heaven; Only one thing is necessary; My eternal lot will 
be either heaven or hell; etc. 

Such reflections naturally lead to various acts of prayer, such as 
adoration, praise, thanksgiving, contrition, confidence, humility, love, 
petition, etc., which spring spontaneously from the heart and make the 
soul converse with God without the use of set formulas of prayer. 
These in turn will lead to the taking of some particular resolution, 
such as to avoid a certain sin, to correct a certain fault, to practice 
a certain act of virtue, and the like. 

As it is easy in daily life to think seriously, that is, to meditate, 
on secular things — business, social affairs, the winning of a contest, 
the planning of a trip, etc., so it is easy for those who love God to 
think of Divine and heavenly things, — that is, to practice the prayer 
of meditation. 
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8. Aspirations. The practice of using aspirations (ejaculatory 
prayers) often in the course of the day is of immense value to those 
who aspire to a high degree of the love of God. What the frequent 
addition of good fuel is to a fire, and breathing is to the body, that 
the habit of frequent aspirations is to the love you are called upon to 
foster towards your blessed Savior. The practice is so easy that you 
have no excuse if you neglect it. Aspirations can be said hundreds 
of times a day without the fatigue and distractions that often make 
longer prayers more or less difficult. 


4. Special Intentions. A very easy way of multiplying your acts 
of love of God indefinitely is the practice of making special intentions. 
Thus, for example, you can make a fervent intention to this effect: 
Every Sign of the Cross, every genuflection, every look at a Crucifix 
or a holy picture, every invocation of the holy Name of Jesus, or that 
of Mary or Joseph, or any other actions you decide upon, is meant to 
be on your part an act of fervent adoration, praise, thanksgiving, atone- 
ment and petition. It will be that each time you perform one of these: 
acts, as long as you do not retract your intention or nullify it by a 
mortal sin. What an easy way of multiplying your acts of the love 
of your blessed Savior and growing by leaps and bounds in His grace 


and meriting for yourself an exalted place in His heavenly kingdom! 
(Rev. P.J.R.) To be continued 


*“A Refiner of Silver’’ 


FL PERSON had observed that there is something remarkable in 
the expression of the Prophet Malachias: ‘‘He shall sit as a 
refiner and purifier of silver’ (3:3). 

It was agreed that a silversmith should be called in to give in- 
formation on the subject. Without disclosing the direct object, he was 
asked the process of refining silver and to describe it in detail. 

“But do you SIT watching whilst the work of refining is going 
on?” asked one. 

“Oh, yes,” answered the silversmith. ‘I must SIT with my eyes 
constantly and steadily fixed on the furnace; for, if the necessary 
time be extended in the slightest degree, the silver will be injured.” 

At once the beauty and truth of the expression, ‘‘He shall sit as a 
refiner and purifier of silver’ is apparent. Christ sees it needful to 
put His children into the furnace, but He is seated by the side of it 
His eye is steadily fixed on the work of refining and purifying. His 
wisdom and His love are both engaged in the best manner for them— 
their trials do not come at random, their very hairs are counted. 

The silversmith said he had still further to mention that he 
only knew when the process of purifying was completed by seeing his 
own image in the silver. Beautiful figure! When Our Lord shall 
see His own image in His children, His work of purifying will be ac- 
complished. 
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The Prisoners of the King 


Continued 


The Cleansing of the Temple 


T the beginning, and again at the end of His public ministry, 
Our Lord had occasion to drive from the Temple the buyers 
and sellers and money-changers whom He found therein. The 
incident is related by St. John, who tells us that shortly after 
the miracle of Cana, Our Lord went up with His disciples to the feast 
of the Pasch at Jerusalem. He found the Temple crowded not only 
with worshippers from all parts of the Holy Land and of the Roman 
world, but, “He found in the Temple those who sold oxen and sheep 
and the changers of money, sitting.” Making a sort of scourge of 
small cords, He “drove them all out of the Temple, the oxen and the 
sheep also, and He poured out the money of the money-changers, and 
overturned their tables, and to those who sold doves, He said, “Take 
these things away, and do not make the house of My Father a house of 
business ~ (John 3:16). 
Strictly speaking, this cleansing of the Temple was not a miracle. 
At least, it was a moral, rather than a material miracle. The result 
was produced by the effect of Our Lord’s wonderful majesty and 
dignity. The panic which fell upon the merchants was no doubt due 
in part to their own unquiet conscience, for they knew reverence was 
owing to the Holy Place. Perhaps, too, other spiritual influences were 
working on them. But, taking the word in its widest sense, St. Jerome 
reckons this action of Our Lord’s as one of His greatest miracles. 
Certainly, it was a wonderful sight to see a crowd of busy money- 
getters. bent on their own enrichment and tolerated by the authorities 
of the Temple, suddenly driven in fear and confusion from its courts 
by a single Man, armed with no authority but that inherent in His 
own Person, and with no weapon more formidable than a scourge of 
small cords. Moreover, the malice and obstinacy of men, the hardness 
of heart which a life given up to sensuality and the lust for money 
brings about, are forces which seem more difficult to tame and subdue 
than physical diseases or the natural elements. In this sense, then. 
this action was a great miracle, and we shall find that it affords us 
a profitable study in our considerations of purgatory. It holds valuable 
instructions which may help us both to avoid the punishments of 
purgatory ourselves, and to deliver from them others who are now 
undergoing them. 
St. John, in relating the facts, adds an authentic commentary on 
Our Lord’s remarkable action, when he says that the disciples after- 
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wards applied to it the words of the Psalmist: “The zeal of Thy house 
hath eaten Me up” (Ps. 68:10). The motive, therefore, which prompted 
Our Lord was zeal for the purity and honor of the House of God. 
Indeed, His own words show us this, especially on the second occasion 
when He quoted the prophecy: “My House shall be called the house 
of prayer to all nations” (Isa. 56:7). 


We must admit it was certainly inconsistent with the reverence 
befitting the place in which God was so specially worshipped, and in 
which He vouchsafed to dwell with a peculiar kind of presence not to 
be found anywhere else in the world, that business should be carried 
on within its sacred precincts, even though this business was in con- 
nection with the sacrifices and offerings made there by the many 
devout persons who came from all parts of the world to honor God. 
We can understand that such persons were obliged to have the money 
which they brought with them changed for coin which could be offered 
in the Temple, as some of their own coins bore idolatrous inscriptions. 
They likewise needed some convenient place where the prescribed vic- 
tims for the altar could be purchased. This business, therefore, in itself 
was not sinful, except in so far as it was carried on in an unjust spirit 
of extortion by the dealers. But it was something profane in the place 
in which it was being carried on. It was inconsistent with the perfect 
silence and reverence, the spirit of worship, adoration, recollection, the 
intimate feeling of God’s near presence, and so Our Lord’s burning 
love for His Father’s honor would not suffer it. This zeal made Him 
lay aside His characteristic meekness and gentleness and take the law 
into His own hands, though in all other matters He always refused 
to assume the office of judge or executioner of justice. Let us, however, 
notice that even His severity towards the chief offenders was tempered 
by considerateness and equity for those less guilty. Those who sold 
doves, the offerings of the poor, He simply bade remove the cages 
from the courts of the Temple. 


Our Lord’s action clearly teaches the ineffable purity and holiness 
required in all that dwells or passes in His Sanctuary. From this 
event we may easily surmise what will be His severity at the sight of 
anything unworthy or unbecoming in those in whom He has taken up 
His. abode by His indwelling in the soul, and who live in the presence 
of God. St. Paul tells us that our bodies are the temples of the Holy 
Ghost, and from many other passages of Holy Scripture we are taught 
that the hearts and souls of Christians are the chosen sanctuaries of 
God in which He delights to dwell. If, then, Our Lord, when His 
mission was one of mercy, when He came in meekness, lowliness and 
humility, when He would not break the bruised reed nor quench the 
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smoking flax, felt constrained to lay aside His gentleness to cleanse 
the stone Temple with a scourge, how much more terrible will be His 
zeal for the honor of His Father when He comes on its last day to 
the soul which has been the chosen dwelling-place of God? Then the 
very reason of His coming — not as a Savior only, but as a Judge — 
is to exact a most minute account of all shortcomings, and to punish 
with due severity everything He finds unworthy of the presence of God. 
It is not a material temple which is doomed to perish, that He will 
then cleanse and purge. It is not a temple in which God will dwell 
for a time only, and then depart. The souls of Christians which are 
presented to Him by their Guardian Angels at the moment of the 
particular judgment are intended by His incomprehensible goodness to 
live in His presence and in His sanctuary throughout eternity. He is 
to take up His abode in them and never depart from them. They are 
to be forever the homes of most holy thoughts, most burning affections 
of the purest and sublimest charity. They are to be filled with super- 
natural knowledge of Him and of all His works, to be flooded, without 
being destroyed, by the ineffable, ecstatic love which is the fruit of 
the Beatific Vision. 


No presence of God in an earthly temple can be compared with 
the close and intimate union between Him and souls in heaven. How 
can He, then, who was so full of zeal for the external purity of the 
Temple of Jerusalem, bear in souls which He has purchased with His 
own Blood, and fed with His own sacred Body and Blood, anything 
that is soiled, or crooked, or mean, or earthly, the unhappy effects of 
passion or carelessness? In short, how much may there be in souls 
presented before His judgment seat that may justly move Him to anger 
on account of His zeal for the justice of God and the holiness of all 
that belongs to Him! For we may well suppose that in great numbers 
of persons who die in His faith and in His grace, His all-seeing eye 
finds far more things to offend Him and provoke His anger than 
He found in the Temple in Jerusalem. Such things are the arrears 
of penance undone for sins confessed and absolved; the penalties of 
all sins, lighter in comparison with mortal sins, but still very displeas- 
ing to Him in themselves, which through carelessness and want of 
self-knowledge have never been retracted and made the subject of 
sorrow—sins of habit, sins caused in others by bad example or neg- 
ligence, sins of others in which the soul has shared; besides the im- 
mense and overwhelming multitude of sins of omission. 

The Psalmist cries out, “Who can understand sins? From my 
secret ones cleanse me, O Lord, and from those of others, spare Thy 
servant” (Ps. 18:13). No doubt many lesser sins are cancelled in 
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various ways before death, but is not each one forced to admit his ex- 
treme carelessness in doing penance, in the practice of good works 
which might have satisfied God’s justice, in gaining indulgences, and 
the like? When we consider this with the thought of the immense 
purity required for God’s presence, is there not room to fear that Our 
Lord, when He comes to His living temples will be obliged to exercise 
very great severity? Hence, we find it easy to suppose that those who 
pass from His judgment seat to their thrones in heaven without ex- 
periencing the pains of purgatory are few indeed. These reflections, 
therefore, must surely bring us to form the resolution to imitate Our 
Lord’s zeal in cleansing the temple of our soul here on earth while 
there is still time for us to work and merit. Further, they will lead 
us to lend our compassionate aid to the sufferers in purgatory in order 
to hasten their cleansing, and move us to implore of God a mitigation 
of their sentence in virtue of the superabundant merits of Christ’s 


Passion. To be concluded 





A Happy and Blessed New Year 
to All Our Readers! 


HE past year, as we look af it in retrospect, has held many 


joys, but also many sorrows; many pleasant supprises, buf 





also many disappointments; many consolalions, bul also 
many crosses. And what will the new year being, we ask, 
as we look to it with expectant hope for brighter things lo come. 

lf we regard it as another precious gilt from God, laden with 
golden opportunities fo increase our treasure of heavenly merits, and ac- 
cept it as such day by day from His hands, we need feel no dread of 
whal tomorrow may bring, and the coming year will be for us a truly 
happy and blessed one. 

That 1951 may be such for each and every one of our esteemed 
friends and subscribers is the heartfelt wish and prayer of your grateful, 


Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Of the Advantage of Adversity 


} IS good for us now and then to have some troubles and ad- 
versities; for oftentimes they make a man enter into himself, 
that he may know that he is an exile, and place not his hopes in any- 
thing of the world. 

It is good for us sometimes to suffer contradictions, and to allow 
people to think ill and slightingly of us, even when we do and mean 
well. 

These are often helps to humility, and rid us of vain glory. 

For then we more earnestly seek God to be witness of what 
passes within us, when outwardly we are slighted by men, and incur 
their discredit. 

Therefore ought a man so firmly to establish himself in God, as 
to have no need of seeking many human consolations. 

When a man of good will is troubled, tempted, or afflicted with 
evil thoughts, then he best understands what need he has of God, 
and that without Him he is incapable of any good. 

Then also he is sorrowful; he sighs and prays by reason of the 
miseries he suffers. 

Then is he weary of longer life, and wishes death to come, that 
he may be dissolved and be with Christ. 

Then also he well perceives that perfect security and full peace 
cannot be realized in this world. 


Reflection 


We should regard contradictions as the trials by which God would 
prove and purify our charity. If all persons had the consideration 
and regard for us which our self-love desires, and which it believes 
we deserve, we should entertain only a natural regard for our neigh- 
bor, subject to the caprices of humor, a species of gratitude purely 
human, and a secret complacency in ourselves. But God would have 
us everywhere meet with and suffer contradictions, disappointments, 
and oppositions to our designs, from those with whom we live, that 
so we may love them solely for His sake, and because He so ordained. 
Happy the soul which tribulation tries and temptation purifies, as 
gold is tried and purified in the fire! It thus becomes worthy of ac- 
ceptance with God, for it is after God’s own heart. 


PRAYER 


Support me, O Lord, under all the troubles and contradictions 
Thou permittest to befall me and willest I should suffer, that they may 
not weaken my charity for my neighbor nor my fidelity towards Thee. 
Grant that temptations, far from separating me from Thee, may unite 
me more closely to Thee, by obliging me to experience a continual and 
pressing need of Thy powerful assistance. Amen. 

— “Imitation of Christ,” Book I, Chap. 12. 
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Little Lovers’ League 
-B-B-B— 


EAR Little Lovers, we wish you, one and all, a most 
happy and blessed New Year! At this time of year 
one usually hears a great deal about good resolutions 
—about making them, and then being sure not to 
break them; and about not making too many so that 
one could never keep them all, but just one or two, 
and being faithful to them. There is a little girl, 
called Anne, who could tell you what we mean. 

She had just started going to school, so her father said she was 
old enough to have an allowance. From now on he would give her 
twenty-five cents a week. With that she would have to buy the candy 
she wanted, the little presents she liked to give her father, mother and 
grandmother on their birthdays, and the colored pencils she was al- 
ways losing at school. 





Delighted with her “fortune,” Anne resolved, then and there, to 
put five cents in the collection plate every Sunday; in this way she 
could show God how grateful she was. The first Sunday she could 
hardly wait until the usher came around. He would probably think 
he had to pass by a small girl like herself, but this time he was going 
to be wrong. She would surprise him! Finally he appeared and with 
great pride Anne dropped her five pennies into the plate, then stole 
a look around to see if anyone had noticed. For three Sundays she 
did this, and now the usher came to her just as he did to the grown- 
ups. 

Then came the fourth Sunday. That week grandmother was going 
to have a birthday, and Anne wanted to give her some balls of bright 
blue yarn, for grandmother loved to knit. Then in the window of her 
favorite candy store, right in front, stood a little man all made of 
chocolate and marshmallow. Anne’s mouth fairly watered when she 
thought of him, as she was especially fond of marshmallow. The 
price of the chocolate-man was five cents, just the amount she put in 
the collection plate each Sunday. With the help of her fingers she 
counted up her expenses, only to discover that she could not afford 
the candy-man. Just the same, she could not get him out of her mind. 


That fourth Sunday, Anne prayed with very little devotion; she 
kept thinking of the chocolate-eman. Perhaps the usher would pass 
her by this time, if she made herself very small. So she squeezed 
down in the pew and peered very earnestly into her prayer book, 
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though she could not yet read all the prayers. She did not even 
breathe until he passed by. Then she felt easier: she had saved five 
pennies!’ Now she could buy her candy-man, all made of chocolate 
and marshmallow. After all, what were five cents to Our Lord? He 
didn’t need them. Still, she hoped He would not be grieved because 
she had not kept her resolution. Inside she was beginning to feel 
rather mean—it seemed almost like lying, somehow. 


When Holy Mass was over, she slipped out of the pew without 
even looking at Our Lord on the Cross. The people were jammed to- 
gether at the door of the church, and Anne was stopped right beside 
a mission-box. Suddenly, she could stand it no longer. Quickly she 
put her hand into her pocket and pulled out the five pennies, dropping 
them in the box. Then she glanced back at the Crucifix, and smiled. 
She felt much better now. 

Anne and her parents were going to grandmother’s for dinner 
that Sunday. And what do you think? Lying beside Anne’s plate at 
the table was the candy-man, all made of chocolate and marshmallow! 
He even had peppermint buttons on his jacket! Anne was so sur- 
prised that she almost forgot to say “thank you” to grandmother, but 
she was saying it in her heart to Our Lord. And this is how she 
learned that God always rewards a resolution that we keep, especially 
when it costs us something. 


There is one very good resolution that we might all make, though 
it sounds quite ordinary. It is to do our work, our particular task or 
chore—making beds, raking leaves, shoveling snow, going to the store 
for mother—whatever it may be, with special care and thoroughness, 
then offer it to God as a prayer; because, you know, work is a prayer 
and can be offered to God just as prayers are offered. We may not 
get any weekly allowance for this, as littlke Anne did, but we will be 
earning golden pennies for heaven, and perhaps even buying heaven 
for someone else. During this month of January, dedicated to the 
holy Child Jesus, we can think of the Divine Child helping His Mother 


and foster father, and unite our work with His. 


In many countries there are poor pagan people, small children, 
too, who have never heard of God, and so cannot love Him. But He 
loves them and wants them with all His Divine Heart. Maybe today 
there is some little boy or girl just waiting and longing to learn about 
God, but there is no one to teach him. Suppose, however, that this 
same day we sweep the floor or wash the dishes, or paint the fence with 
great care and love, offering it to God as a real prayer for someone 
who needs it. This may be all that is necessary to bring some mission- 
ary to the child to baptize him and teach him about a God who loves 
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him tenderly, as tenderly as He loves the child in the land far away, 
whose prayer brought Him to this less fortunate of His little ones. 





We are all responsible for winning souls for Christ, and we don’t 
have to wait until we are grown up to begin. We can start right now. 
Our Lord hears the prayers of boys and girls with special eagerness; 
He said so Himself: “Let the little children come to Me and do not 
hinder them; for of such is the Kingdom of Heaven.” Let us resolve, 
then, to be missionaries this year and win souls for Christ. And next 
year at Christmas time we can offer them to the little King for a Birth- 
day present! 

PRACTICE: Say a special prayer for the conversion of the chil- 
dren in mission lands every day, and offer up your daily tasks for 


this intention. 


ASPIRATION: O Jesus, Friend of the little ones, bless the little 
children of the whole world. (300 days’ indulgence.) 


St. Thomas, Apostle 


Pp OOR St. Thomas, he’s late again!’’ might well be your comment 

when you see that we have chosen this great Apostle for our 
saint of the month, because, as you know, his feast falls on December 
21, and not in January. But since December had two Apostles in its 
calendar, and January has none, and since St. Thomas really was late 
on at least two very important occasions, we hope he will forgive us for 
leaving him to this month. 
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St. Thomas, also called “Didymus,’’ which means “twin,’’ was 
probably a Galilean, and may have been a fisherman, although nothing 
is said in the Gospels about his trade, or about the time of his calling 
by Christ. He is simply mentioned as one of the twelve. St. John, 
however, in his account shows us what an ardent love for his Master 
burned in the heart of this disciple. For once, when Christ wished to 
return to Judea in order to raise Lazarus from the dead, the other 
Apostles hung back, reminding Jesus that the Jews there had but 
lately tried to stone Him to death. Then Thomas, seeing that the 
Master was determined to go again to Bethania, cried out: ‘‘Let us 
also go and die with Him!” 


Our saint seems to have been a rather stubborn sort of person, 
one who had to be shown the reason before he did anything, and who, 
if he did not understand something, was humble enough to ask a 
question to get things clear in his mind. For instance, at the Last 
Supper: After Jesus had given Himself as the Bread of life to the 
beloved Twelve, He began His beautiful, final discourse, telling them 
He was about to go to His Father’s house to prepare a place there 
for them, but that they knew both where He was going and how to 
find the way; here Thomas burst out with: ‘‘But Lord, we do not 
know where You are going, and how can we know the way?’’ Then 
it was that Jesus answered him in those wonderful words that will 
go on echoing through the ages into eternity itself: “I am the Way, 
the Truth, and the Life. No man comes to the Father but by Me.” 

Knowing the depth of his love for Our Lord, we can easily 
imagine St. Thomas’ sorrow and anguish at the Passion and Death 
of our Savior. Indeed, his grief appears to have amounted almost 
to despair, for when the eleven told him the glorious news of the 
Resurrection, he refused to believe it, going so far as to say: ‘‘Unless 
I see in His hands the print of the nails and put my finger into the 
place of the nails, and my hand into His side, I will not believe.’ 
Eight days later this sadness and disbelief were turned into joyous 
belief, for our patient and loving Lord appeared to His ‘doubting 
Thomas,’ and commanded: “Put in your finger and see My hand... 
and bring here your hand and put it in My side, and be not faithless, 
but believing.’’ Filled with inexpressible happiness, St. Thomas threw 
himself on his knees before Christ.and said simply: ‘‘My Lord and 
my God!” This explicit profession of utter faith is now a very popular 
and highly indulgenced ejaculation, and one which we are encouraged 
to use at the moment of the elevation of the Sacred Host. 

Jesus’ further words to the saint on this occasion are a source 
of great joy and consolation for us, who were not present when He 
walked the roads of Palestine, or taught in the synagogues of Jeru- 
salem, or healed the sick of Galilee’s towns. Looking at Thomas, 
Christ said: ‘‘Because you have seen Me, Thomas, you have believed; 
blessed are they who have not seen and who have believed.” Thus 
the act of faith we make when we gaze upon the Blessed Sacrament 
and say: ‘“‘My Lord and my God!”’ fills the Divine Heart of Jesus with 
delight and inclines Him to shower still richer blessings upon us. 

Actually: though, Little Lovers, we owe St: Thomas a great deal 
of gratitude for his slowness in believing, and it would not be entirely 








288 Tabernacle and Purgatory 


fair to speak laughingly of ‘‘doubting Thomas.’ In one of his ser- 
mons, St. Gregory the Great tells us that: “the unbelief of Thomas 
has done more for our faith than the faith of the believing disciples.” 
By this he means that if all the Apostles had believed too readily 
in the Resurrection of Our Lord, it might have seemed to be a mere 
pretense among them, just a dream or vision they were having; yet 
since one of their own number refused to believe that Jesus had risen 
from the dead until he had touched and felt His living Body, ‘‘our 
minds are set free from doubt and established in the Faith.” 

Then, too, we owe St. Thomas our thanks that he was late for 
one special occasion—the death and burial of Our Lady. It was due 
to his ardent desire to see again the body of this beloved Mother that 
the Apostles opened her tomb and discovered that it was empty and 
that she had apparently been raised from the dead and taken up to 
heaven. This we now know to be a glorious reality since the Church 
has proclaimed the dogma of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin. 

Parthia and Persia are said to have been the scene of St. Thomas’ 
missionary labors, after the descent of the Holy Spirit had filled his 
soul with a devouring ardor for the salvation of men. But his title 
of ‘‘Apostle of India’’ would seem to indicate that this country wit- 
nessed his chief efforts at converting souls. The manner of his death 
is uncertain. Some historians claim that he died a natural death; 
others hold the more probable opinion that he suffered martyrdom 
by being pierced with a sword or lance, somewhere in or near Meliapur, 
India. His relics now lie in an imposing tomb at Ortona, Italy. 


St. Thomas is the patron of architects, and there is an interesting 
legend to account for this choice: ‘“‘One time Our Lord appeared to 
St. Thomas in a vision and told him that a certain king was looking 
for an architect to build him a beautiful palace. Thomas was in- 
structed to go to this king and undertake the work. When the saint 
arrived, the king gave him a huge sum of money for this purpose, 
then left on a prolonged visit to a distant part of his kingdom. But 
Thomas did not build the palace; instead he used the money for the 
sick and the poor. On his return the king was so angry not to find 
his palace ready for him, that he ordered the saint to be thrown into 
prison. Just at this time, the king’s brother died. Immediately after 
the funeral service he appeared to the king and told him: ‘“‘The man 
whom you hold in prison is a servant of God. I have been in paradise 
and the angels showed me a most beautiful palace. They said that 
Thomas, the architect, built it there for you.’’ When the king heard 
this, he at once set Thomas free. 

So you see, Thomas is a fine saint to lead us into the New Year 
and show us how to make it a spiritually happy and profitable one. 
If we are not always sure of the way, let us turn to him and he will 
point out to us the ‘‘Way, the Truth and the Life.’”’ There is another 
lesson, a different sort of lesson, that St. Thomas can teach us also. 
When we feel “left out of things,’’ let us think of this saint who was 
so often missing or left out when something important was happening. 
If we do, we may discover, as he did, that it is God’s will that such 
things occur, and then we will be able to continue happily on our 
way, saying in our hearts: ‘“‘My Lord and my God, Thy will be done!”’ 





memes 


Read these Appealing Booklets 
During the Month of the Holy Child! 


Little Devotions to the Infant Jesus — a charm- 
ing selection of prayers and devotions in 
honor of the Divine Child. 10¢ 


Devotion to the Infant Jesus of Prague- a very 


popular booklet on this ever new devotion. 10¢ 


St. Therese of the Child Jesus — a sketch of 
the life of this saint whose “little way’’ has 
led so many souls to the feet of the Infant 
Christ. 10¢ 
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ily Church, Unity Octave 


January 18 to January 25 


“THAT ALL MAY BE ONE” 


Win souls for the Good Shepherd during 
this octave! The following booklets will 
help you to be a real apostle by spread- 
ing knowledge of the Catholic Faith. 


Do You Know the Church? 
Rays of Catholic Truth 
Sacramentals 
How to Find the True Church 
God with Us 
The Rosary, My Treasure 
Confession, the Sacrament of Mercy and Peace 
Indulgenced Prayers and Aspirations 
Devotion to the Most Holy Trinity 





Each booklet, 10¢. Reduction for quantities. 


A complete list of BENEDICTINE BOOKLETS (77 titles) may 
be had on request. 





Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





Follow the Star of Faith 
tbrougb the Hew Wear 


These Benedictine Booklets will help you 
to know and appreciate your Faith. 
Following booklets 10¢ each 

Prayer ss ss 


From Earth to Heaven 
Magnificence of the Love of God 


Prayer, the Great Means of Grace 
The Sacraments #¢ ss 


Fountains of Salvation 

United in Christ 

Through Death to Life 

Confession, Its Fruitful Practice 
Communicate Frequently and Devoutly 


The Liturgy #¢ +s 


Gems from the Liturgy for the Feasts of Our Lord 
PARTS I and Il — each 15¢ 


Liturgical Novenas for All the Feasts of the Blessed Virgin 
128 pages — 20¢ 


The Mysteries of Mary, 10¢ 


Reduction for quantities. Postage extra. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





